Lakefront LAKke PEOPLE

Lake Simcoe — a poet’s muse

Desi Di Nardo began to craft her life’s journey when she was
10 years old, sitting at the edge of the lake

BY VALERIE PRING

hen Desi Di Nardo was 10, she would sit on the rocks that edge Lake Simcoe
and soak in the sun, With delicate hands, she would brush aside her dark blonde
|

rair to watch the sparkling water. She felt at home on Lake Simcoe’s shores.

Di Nardo’s parents owned property at Duclos Point in Georgina, and the family

would leave the confines of Toronto to spend summers by the lake. Sitting beside the
lake with pen and paper in hand, Di Nardo would write down her thoughts and feel-
ings, to create imagery through words. Desi Di Nardo was born to be poet.

Now, 25 years later, Di Nardo is well established in the literary world. Featured in
many international journals and muhniobw«- her style is fresh and recognizable.

Di Nardo’s major break came in 2001, when the Literary Review of Canada printed
her poem Canadian Moose. Also that year, one of her poems was interpreted and per-
formed as a dance at the National Arts Centre in Ottawa as part of an Intemational
Women’s Day celebration. From there, her career blossomed. During the day, she was
an English professor at George Brown College; by night, she wrote her poems.

In 2006, her poem Rainbird in the Annex appeared in buses and subways throughout
Toronto. The following year, several of her poems were displayed in the Official Resi-
dence of Canada, and she met with Governor General Michaélle Jean. Since then, Di

Nardo’s work has been printed on Starbucks cups, she has published a book of po-
etry (The Plural of Some Things, published by Guernica Editions) and she has been in-
vited to be the writer-in-residence for Loretto College in Toronto.

This summer, Di Nardo will be circling Lake Simcoe to give readings from her col-
lection and do workshops. The tour, entitled“The Journey of a Poet,”will take place in

Beaverton, Sutton, Orillia, Bradford and
Newmarket. (See list, opposite.)

People will be able to listen to Di Nar-
do read her poetry and can participate in
a workshop.

In a small café in Toronto recently, Di
Nardo talked about her connection to Lake
Simcoe and how it has had a profound
effect on her bonds with Nature: “Some
of my earliest and fondest memories are of
the time spent outdoors at the lake, and in
nearby woodlands. Now, I spend most of
my summer at the lake. The themes that
are consistent in many of my poems are of
nature and animals. Not only do they act
as a source of inspiration but, also, I'm in-
trigued by the interrelatedness of all living
things. Many poems in my book emerge
from my respect, love and admiration for
our striking Canadian wildlife. Lake Simcoe
is one of my greatest muses.”

Di Nardo finds it flattering to have her
work recognized by so many people:
“Sometime after one of my poems ap-
peared as part of the I‘m_tn on the Way

series on buses and subways on Toronto’s
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transit system, | was surprised to meet
several strangers who not only remem-
bered reading the poem but could also
recite lines from it!”

Di Nardo believes that you have to be
born with the gift to write poetry. How-
ever, as with every art form, it needs nurtur-
ing to enhance the skill. For this reason, she
is passionate about helping people hone
their craft. She regularly hosts workshops
and readings throughout Ontario. The first
school to which Di Nardo was invited was
Nantyr Shores Secondary School in the
Simcoe County District School Board: “1
remember reading Poetry on Lake Simcoe in
class and, afterward, the teacher, who was
deeply passionate about poetry, drove us
both down to the lake, which | felt was
really a thoughtful gesture.”

Apart from being known for her po-
etry, Di Nardo also expresses herself on
canvas. Her paintings can be viewed online
at wunw.desidinardo.com. When she is hav-
ing difficulty expressing an idea or senti-
ment in the written form, she turns to this
medium. Di Nardo believes that all art
forms can influence and build from each
other: “A painting may inspire a poem,

Adrift on Duclos Point
By Desi Di Nardo
I profess my love to you in a blue canoe
where glistering minnows skitter out
of weeds resembling inverted cedars
where the growth below the lake
is lush and plentiful
and the crabs are merry kings
on the lookout for shells of shelter
here by the shoal and shallow water
and the seagulls dotting the horizon
is where I'll speak in poetry
for solely us to hear
and stay buoyant for an eternity
appeased by the gulp of the paddles
tailing the Osprey upstream and back
and the sound of its pulse line over water

story or ballet, which would, in tum, result
in a new poem or story.”

Di Nardo hopes to continue to write
and paint, and to enjoy the Lake Simcoe
property she now owns: “And I hope that
[ can inspire others to do the same — take
up other art forms, engage in creative
endeavours or simply derive pleasure
from my work.” LSL
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\\' ‘The Show Must Go On”
m The Glass Menagerie
e 18th - July 4t
.E The Melville Boys
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U The Fantasticks
| - z July 30th - Augus! 15th
No 'y Harvest
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q’ w TICKET INFORMATION
et ] ¢ Acult $30.00
q, PR« Student [134)/Senior [45+): $27.00
g o Children 12 & under): $18.00
* Praview: $20.00
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Georgina's Stephen Leacock Theatre
130 Gwendolyn Bivd. * Keswick, ON = L4P 3W8
Fh: 1,888.RED.BARN (733.2274) or 905.722.324%
Fax: 905.722.6820 « Emal info@redborntheatre.ca

BOX OFFICE: 1-888-733-2276 or 905-722-3249

I.AI(E SIMCOE I.AKEFRONT ESTATE

Price: $3,545,000

This very private, gated, 2-acre direet lakelront
boasts a west view, 275 feet of shoreline, a 5-bedrm,
5-bathrm dreamhome with study, great room with
vaulted ceiling, Muskoka room, cat-in kitchen,

large dining room, master bedrm wing with his

and hers ensuites and closets/dressing rms., full

dry boathouse with 2 manne ralways, permanent
dock and heated inground pool with cabana.
Manicured lawns, trees and gardens, fully hedged,
fenced and alarmed. Quality and elegance
throughout. Designer-linished, less than 1 hour from
downtown Toronto. Call for detals.

@ Prudential
I Renascent Realty

linished w/o basement, new lenmis court, 300 x &Y

LAKE SIMCOE LAKEFRONT

Price: $998,900

Spectacular custom-bui |t indirect lakelront home in
Willow Beach. 80 x 268 lot, 2 road frontages &
drives, open concept, designer cat-in Kit w/wo & lake
view, stainless built-in apphances, centre island,
granite counters, main fr master wing w/wi closet,
huge 5-pe ensuite, luke view & wio, sep din rm,
livim wilake view, w/o and gas ['p, covered porches
from & back, sandy beach, designer quality
throughout. Call woday Tor more info on this or

other Lake Simeoe waterfront properties!

John Stephens, Sales Rep
1-877-356-7034 ext. 408
stephens@neptune.on.ca

Selling Lake Simcoe Waterfronts Since 1977
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